Regut«r*d    it   the  G.P.O.    a;    i    Newspaper. 


See   story   page   4 


CUMORAH'S 
SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 

January,   1969 

CONTENTS 

Salute  to  Primary  —  President  and  Sister  Badger  


Cover  Story  —  Special  Tribute  to  Sister  Fourie 


Champions  Speak 


What  Does  God  Think? 


New  Temple  for  East  U.S 10 

I  Am  Ready  —  Marion  D.  Hanks  11 

Let's  Be  Tolerant  —  Marvin  Ashton  12 

New  Horizons  14 

Whisperings  of  the  Spirit  —  Wilford  Woodruff  15 

Come  Join  Us  at  Fireside  17 

S.A.  Mission  Highlights  18 


From  Our  Records  26 

Missionary  Activities  27 

Editor:  Howard  C.  Badger 

Associate  Editor:   Brian  L.   Anderson 

Special  Assistant  to  the  Editor:   J.  F.  Dyason 

Subscription  Rates:  R1.25  overseas  ($1.75) 
R1.00  Africa 

The  CSM  is  a  monthly  publication  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day   Saints 

Special  thanks  to  the  Improvement  Era  and  the  Church  News 

Volume  44  Number  1 


SALUTE 
TO    PRIMARY 

"I  believe  in  children  .  .  .  the  fragile  dream  of  yesterday,  life's  radiant 
reality  today,  and  the  vibrant  stuff  of  tomorrow."*  Dedicated  Primary 
workers  throughout  this  mission  reflect  this  spirit  as  in  love  and  kindness 
they  promote  the  great  Primary  plan  for  the  eternal  happiness  of  our 
little  ones.  We  appreciate  and  honour  these  choice  women. 

We  join  with  the  membership  of  the  mission  in  saluting  the  beloved 
leader  of  our  Mission  Primaries  —  Johanna  Fourie,  who  in  her  eightieth 
year  completes  over  thirty-four  consecutive  years  as  Mission  Primary  Presi- 
dent. She  inspires  us  as  she  combines  the  wisdom  of  years  with  a  child- 
like faith.  Her  stability,  rare  dedication,  humility  and  optimistic  outlook 
spur  us  on  and  cause  us  to  say  our  heartfelt  "Thank  you,  'Ouma'  Fourie" 
for  the  privilege  of  working  with  you  in  this  great  land. 

We  salute  the  choice  women  who  support  and  sustain  her:  her  dedic- 
ated counsellors  and  secretary,  devoted  district  and  branch  workers,  under- 
standing Priesthood  advisers,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  precious  children 
of  the  mission.  Also  our  heartfelt  thanks  go  to  everyone  who  loves  and 
supports  the  Primary  organization  in  any  way. 

We  see  branch  Primaries  in  different  stages :  large  ones,  small  ones, 
new  ones,  old  ones.  Each  inspires  us  as  we  behold  the  love  and  dedication 
of  its  workers  and  (he  beautiful  light  that  comes  into  the  lives  of  these 
dear  little  ones  because  there  are  those  who  care  enough  to  heed  the  word 
of  our  Saviour  when  he  said,  "Feed  my  lambs."  Are  not  the  blessed 
Primary  workers  an  example  to  all  of  us  to  heed  the  call  and  feed  his 
"lambs"? 

We  need  to  look  after  the  "lambs"  of  our  households.  If  we  are  good 
parents,  we  will  see  to  it  that  our  children  go  to  Primary.  The  hours  for 
Gospel  instruction  for  our  children  are  precious  few  compared  to  the  hours 
spent  for  other  learning.  Would  learning  the  ways  of  the  Saviour  be  less 
important  in  the  lives  of  our  children  than  other  learning?  Let  us  support 
these  dedicated  women  who  believe  in  your  child  and  ours.  Let  us  offer 
to  help  them  in  every  way  we  can.  Let  us  get  our  children  to  Primary.  Let 
us  do  all  we  can  to  get  our  neighbours'  children  to  Primary.  Let  us  avail 
these  precious  ones  of  every  opportunity  to  prepare  them  solidly  for  life 
in  a  generally  mixed-up  world. 

The  impact  of  early  training  upon  the  lives  of  our  children  can  not 
be  measured.  Let  us  use  the  great  Primary  tool  in  shaping  our  youngsters' 
characters.  Step  by  step  they  are  taught  in  Primary  good  citizenship,  the 
meaning  of  the  golden  rule,  and  the  way  for  eternal  happiness.  "As  bends 
the  twig,  so  grows  the  tree."  We  with  you  see  the  fruits  of  the  labours  of 
someone,  someone  who  took  time  to  teach  a  child  —  a  child  who  is  now 
a  valiant,  grateful  adult,  who  is  serving  as  he  was  once  served. 

"Yes,  I  believe  in  children,  for  wherever  I  go,  to  mountain  village, 
industrial  centre,  or  open  country,  I  find  yesterday's  children  who  were 
nurtured  in  the  things  of  Christ,  at  work  in  the  building  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God."* 

President  and  Sister  Badger. 
*  author  unknown 
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SISTER  JOHANNA  FOURIE 

A  Special  Feature  Honouring  the  Mission 
Primary  President 

On  November  28,  1968,  a  landmark  was  noted  in  the  life  of  one  of 
the  great  leaders  of  the  South  African  Mission.  On  this  day  Johanna 
Margaret  Fourie  reached  80  years.  Sister  Fourie  is  known  both  personally 
and  via  her  influence,  to  members  and  non-members  of  this  mission  due 
to  her  tremendous  influence  through  the  Primary  organization.  Actually, 
she  pioneered  its  existence  in  this  country  and  has  continued  in  strength 
and  vigour  for  over  thirty  four  years  officially  as  the  Mission  Primary 
President. 

The  occasion  of  her  eightieth  birthday  prompted  a  celebration  on  the 
evening  of  this  anniversary  in  Cape  Town,  where  she  was  honoured  by 
many  children,  members,  and  Primary  officers.  Among  those  who  travelled 
far  to  be  in  attendance  were  President  and  Sister  Badger,  Sister  Theodora 
Cherrett,  Sister  Fourie's  first  counsellor,  and  Sister  Maureen  van  Zyl,  her 
second  counsellor.  They  made  a  special  journey  from  Johannesburg  to 
join  other  wonderful  saints  of  the  Cape  to  honour  their  beloved  Primary 
leader.  All  of  those  attending  the  celebration  were  touched  and  inspired 
by  the  life  of  this  dear  "Ouma"  whose  love,  devotion  and  strength  has 
permeated  every  Primary  of  the  Mission  for  these  many  years.  The  pro- 
gramme was  made  possible  through  the  efforts  of  Theodora  Cherrett, 
General  Chairman,  and  the  committee  members :  Evan  P.  Wright,  Keith 
Hubert,  Andy  Fourie,  Albertine  van  der  Linden,  and  Eleanor  Badger. 

Her  life  of  service  was  beautifully  recalled  by  a  recorded  narration 
spoken  by  two  of  her  former  Primary  pupils,  La  Verne  Nichols  and  Keith 
Hubert.  It  was  pointed  out  that  Sister  Fourie's  spirit  was  ready  for  the 
truth  when  she  heard  it  spoken  by  young  missionaries  in  the  Cape  area. 
She  was  baptized  by  Stanford  G.  Smith  on  March  25,  1934.  She  had 
great  faith  at  that  time  and  radiates  this  day  a  faith  which  is  most  rare. 
This  is  illustrated  by  an  incident  taken  from  her  autobiography: 

About  five  months  prior  to  my  Dad's  death  I  had  a  glorious 
experience,  it  came  about  in  the  following  way  during  a  terrific  thunder 
storm.  I  was  scared  to  death  and  I  prayed  and  I  prayed  earnestly  for 
forgiveness  of  all  my  sins,  J  wept  bitterly,  then  a  great  calm  atmos- 
phere enveloped  me,  my  agonized  prayer  was  answered.  Before  rising 
from  my  knees,  I  made  one  other  petition  that  the  Lord  must  please 
give  me  a  text  from  his  word  which  would  strengthen  me  in  future 
years.  In  faith  I  opened  the  Bible  and  there  in  Isaiah  43:1,  2,  I  read 
the  comforting  words  which  have  sustained  me  through  the  many  vicis- 
situdes of  life,  'Fear  not,  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art 
mine,  when  thou  goest  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee  and 
through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  thee,  when  thou  walkest 
through  the  fire  thou  shalt  not  be  burned,  neither  shall  the  flames 
kindle  thee.' 

Before  she  was  set  apart  March  26,  1934,  by  President  Don  Mack 
Dalton  as  Mission  Primary  President,  she  started  the  "Busy  Bees"  in 
August  1932,  to  build  up  religious  training  in  the  children.  Her  unbroken 
service  as  President  of  the  South  African  Mission  Primaries  for  over  thirty- 
four  years  is  an  impressive  one,  a  record  which  we  doubt  can  be  surpassed 
anywhere.  Through  her  great  love  for  childern,  through  the  inspiration  of 
her  Heavenly  Father,  and  through  working  with  choice  Primary  workers 
she  has  seen  the  Primary  enrollment  swell  from  seven  in  1934  to  873  in 
1968. 

The  voices  of  many  precious  Primary  children  of  the  Cape  area  united 
to  pay  tribute  beautifully  in  song  to  their  dear  "Ouma"  Fourie.  Meaning- 
ful gifts  were  presented  to  her  during  the   programme,  gifts   representing 
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the  love  of  the  children  and  the  workers  in  Primary.  A  blanket  and  pillow 
cover  were  presented  from  the  mission  Primary  girls  which  included  every 
branch  of  the  mission;  it  was  done  in  the  Primary  colors :  yellow,  red, 
and  blue.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  tireless  efforts  of  Sister  Theodora 
Cherrett  who  had  arranged  for  the  girls  to  knit  specified  size  squares  which 
were  sent  to  Johannesburg  and  combined  for  this  meaningful  blanket.  The 
Primary  boys  were  represented  through  individual  drawings  which  they  did 
in  a  unified  size,  then  assembled  beautifully  within  a  lasting  cover,  each 
picture  bearing  the  boy's  name  and  branch.  A  lovely  wall  picture  was  pre- 
sented from  the  Primary  workers  from  all  over  the  mission  —  a  picture 
of  the  lovely  Cape  scenery  so  dear  to  Sister  Fourie.  A  bouquet  of  roses 
was  then  presented  from  Mission  Primary  officers. 

Hearts  were  gladdened  and  touched  that  evening  by  the  beautiful 
words  of  the  honoured  guest  as  she  was  called  upon  to  speak.  Each  person 
could  feel  of  her  gratitude,  her  humility,  her  love  for  the  Gospel,  her 
strength  in  the  Primary  work,  and  the  warmth  of  the  kind  mother's  heart 
which  had  reached  beyond  her  own  five  lovely  children  to  so  many  others. 
As  the  congregation  reluctantly  left  after  socializing  and  partaking  of 
delicious  refreshments,  they  felt  a  renewed  appreciation  and  dedication  to 
Primary,  and  an  immeasurable  gratitude  for  the  inspired  efforts  of  this 
choice  and  great  leader. 

Sister  Eleanor  Badger 

Meet  Sister  Fourie s  Mission  Assistants 

THEODORA    B.    CHERRETT 

First  Counsellor 

Born  in  Krugersdorp,  Sister 
Cherrett  has  long  been  a  staunch 
member  of  the  Church.  She  was 
baptized  in  1944  at  the  old  Ramah 
chapel,  but  six  years  previous  to 
this  she  became  an  assistant  Bee- 
hive teacher,  and  has  not  been 
without  an  executive  position  in  the 
Church  since  that  time.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters,  and  the 
wife  of  Dan  Cherrett,  First  Coun- 
sellor in  the  Mission  Presidency. 
She  visited  the  temple  with  her 
family  April  14,  1962.  She  is 
Sister  Van  zyi,  sister  Cherrett,  presently  a  member  of  the  Krugers- 

sister  Benington.  dorp  Branch. 


MAUREEN  VAN  ZYL  —  Second  Counsellor 

Sister  van  Zyl  has  been  a  member  of  the  Church  since  1962,  and  has 
served  in  the  Primary  organization  ever  since  that  time.  She  has  been  a 
teacher,  secretary  and  president  in  the  last  six  years.  This  year  she  and 
her  husband,  James  van  Zyl,  District  Clerk,  and  their  children  were  sealed 
in  the  temple.  She  is  presently  a  member  of  the  Ramah  II  Branch. 

SHEILA  S.  BENINGTON  —  Secretary 

Sister  Benington  was  baptized  in  1961  in,  Johannesburg.  She  has  been 
a  Primary  teacher  for  a  number  of  years,  a  position  which  she  still  holds. 
The  mother  of  five  children,  and  wife  of  Derek  Benington,  Ramah  II 
Branch  President,  she  is  planning  a  trip  with  her  family  to  the  London 
Temple  in  April  1969. 
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PUBLIC 
INVITATION 

World    Renowned    Golf 
Champions 

BILLY   CASPER 

and 

GARY  PLAYER 

will    speak    on 

Golf,  and  Man's 

Way  to  Perfection 

MONDAY 

DEC.    9 
at  7.30  p.m. 

THE   CHURCH  OF 

JESUS   CHRIST  OF 

LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 

"Mormon"     Chapel     and 

Recreation   Centre, 

1    Hunter  Street, 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

NO  CHARGE  - 
ALL  WELCOME 


CHAMPIONS 
SPEAK 


By  seven  o'clock  the  building  was  almost  full,  but  they  continued  fo 
come  to  hear  two  men  who  have  excelled  in  their  field  —  golf,  and  who 
have  been  exemplars  of  upright  living.  Following  a  film  on  the  Canadian 
Open  Golf  Tournament,  remarks  by  President  Badger,  and  a  piano  duet 
by  Sisters  Bessie  Donly  and  Anna  Marie  de  Wet,  Gary  Player  and  Billy 
Casper,  two  of  the  world's  finest  golfers  shared  their  experiences  and 
philosophies  of  life  with  a  capacity  crowd  at  the  Ramah  Chapel.  In 
addition  to  acute  proficiency  in  golf,  both  are  very  religious  and  are 
wonderful  family  men. 

In  introducing  Gary  Player,  President  Badger  related  a  magazine 
article  which  quoted  Mr.  Player  as  having  said,  "A  man  has  to  be  home 
a  lot.  The  only  cause  of  juvenile  dilinquency  is  families  not  doing  enough 
things  together."  Mr.  Player  then  spoke  on  what  he  termed  the  "Trinity." 
He  said  the  three  most  important  things  in  our  lives  are:  (1)  Faith  (2) 
Education  (3)  Physical  fitness,  in  that  order.  It  is  his  philosophy  that 
these  three  things  cover  every  phase  of  our  lives. 

With  faith,  we  can  achieve  anything,  accept  hardships,  and  face  the 
challenges  that  meet  us.  One  of  his  favourite  quotes  is  one  he  had  heard 

from  Billy  Graham,  "You  can  do 
anything  if  you  have  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ.  With  Him  on  your  side,  who 
can  beat  you?" 

Mr.  Player  also  emphasized  the 
value  of  a  sound  education.  He  fre- 
quently visits  schools  and  encourages 
the  young  people  to  seek  learning 
and   to   complete   their  matrics. 

The    third    point    that    he    made, 
was  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  physi- 
cally fit.   This,  he  feels,  encompasses 
player  body,   soul,  and  mind.  "If  you  have 

a   good   body   you  will   have  a  good 
mind,"  he  stated.  He  made  the  point 
that  the  body  is  like  a  "holy  temple."  Mr.  Player  has  often  been  offered 
large  sums  of  money  if  he  would  smoke  or  drink  to  endorse  certain  com- 
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panies'  products,  but  he  has  consistently  refused.  In  realizing  the  need  for 
physical  fitness,  he  has  put  into  practice  his  feeling  that  with  a  good  body, 
you  "sleep  better,  eat  better,  play  better,  work  better."  In  paraphrasing 
one  of  the  scriptures,  he  said,  "It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  get  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle  than  for  the  average  man  to  do  exercises." 

Mr.  Player  concluded  by  stating,  "If  you  want  to  achieve  success  in 
any  walk  of  life,  you've  got  to  work  at  it.  I'm  trying  my  best  to  work  at 
these  three." 

Following  Gary  Player's  remarks,  Brother  Ed  Barner,  Billy  Casper's 
business  manager,  spoke.  Brother  Barner,  a  former  missionary  in  Germany, 
and  who  has  chauffeured  President  McKay  on  a  few  occasions,  pointed 
out  that  in  times  past,  there  have  always  been  prophets  on,  the  earth,  and 
reasoned  that  it  certainly  is  just  as  likely  that  we  would  have  them  today, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  problems  today  are  similar  to  the  problems 
in  the  times  of  the  prophets. 

He  related  a  story  that  took  place  in  President  McKay's  apartment 
when  a  journalist  came  to  interview  him.  The  journalist,  a  cigar  smoker, 
when  about  to  light  a  cigar,  stopped  and  asked  the  President,  "President, 
it's  alright  if  I  smoke  in  here,  isn't  it?"  "Yes,  of  course,"  replied  the 
President,  "but  no  one  ever  has."  He  used  this  story  to  illustrate  the 
wonderful  love  that  President  McKay  has,  and  showed  how  the  President 
allowed  this  man  to  bow  gracefully  out  of  the  situation,  rather  than  creat- 
ing a  tense  scene 

Brother  Barner  concluded  by  likening  our  religion  to  a  bucket  of 
white  paint.  A  compromise  of  any  of  our  principles  would  be  like  adding 
a  minute  amount  of  black  paint.  From  then  on,  no  matter  how  much  white 
paint  we  added,  it  would  never  be  completely  white  again. 

Brother  Billy  Casper  then  took  the  opportunity  to  do  as  he  has  done 
in  so  many  places  around  the  world:  relate  his  experiences  and  bear  his 
testimony.  Devoting  the  major  portion  of  his  talk  to  the  story  of  his 
conversion,  he  began  nearly  ten  years  ago,  before  he  ever  had  any  con- 
nection with  the  Mormon  Church.  He  found  then  that  he  wasn't  as  sharp 
on  the  golf  course  after  he  had  indulged  in  alcohol,  tobacco,  or  coffee.  He 
had  a  fierce  desire  to  excel,  and  wanting  nothing  to  stand  in  his  way,  he 
decided  to  give  up  these  things.  Somewhat  later,  when  he  became  interested 
in  the  Church,  he  found  that  this  same  conclusion  he  had  reached,  was 
a  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  day  Saints,  known  as 
the  Word  of  Wisdom. 


CASPER  SPEAKING,  L.  to  R.:  Pres.  Badger,  Gary  Player.  Ed.  Barner. 

Brother  Casper  singled  out  the  1959  United  States  Open  Golf  Tourna- 
ment as  the  turning  point  in  his  life.  He  won  that  tournament,  and  as  a 
result  was  asked  to  come  to  Utah  to  play  in  the  Utah  Open.  It  was  there 
in  Salt  Lake  City  that  Billy  Casper  came  into  contact  with  the  Mormon 
people,   their  lives,  and  families,  and  was  impressed  by  the  spirit  there. 
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It  was  here  that  he  met  Hack  Miller,  the  sports  editor  of  the  Deseret  News, 
later  to  be  instrumental  in  his  conversion. 

His  wife  was  a  theologian,  and  after  moving  from  Washington  to 
California,  she  began  searching  for  something.  Not  coming  from  a  re- 
ligious family.  Brother  Casper  had  never  read  the  Bible  or  gone  to  Sunday 
School,  although  he  did  believe  in  God. 

Each  time  that  Brother  Miller  covered  a  tournament  that  Casper 
played  in,  he  brought  a  pamphlet  or  a  tract,  always  with  the  important 
parts  underlined  in  red.  Brother  Miller  began  meeting  with  Mrs.  Casper 
to  discuss  the  Gospel,  while  Bill  sat,  as  he  described  it,  "like  a  bump  on  a 
log,  not  really  very  interested  in  what  was  going  on." 

From  1959  to  1965  he  became  more  familiar  with  the  Church  and  its 
people.  He  expressed  a  feeling  that  he  had  during  that  period.  He  had  a 
lovely  wife,  fine  children,  and  an  abundance  of  material  possessions.  Yet 
he  said  he  felt  a  void  in  his  life,  although  he  didn't  know  what  it  was. 
A  question  that  kept  bothering  him  was,  "What  am  I  trying  to  accomplish 
here  on  the  earth?"  Later  two  others  were  apparent,  "What  is  there  for  me 
after   this   life?"   and   "Was   there   anything  before  this   life?" 

In  1965,  in  Las  Vegas,  Brother  Miller  brought  the  Caspers  a  book 
called,  "Meet  the  Mormons"  which  interested  Brother  Casper,  and  he 
went  through  it.  His  interest  grew,  and  at  length,  the  full-time  Elders 
called  on  them  to  give  them  the  discussions.  The  decision  was  made  to 
be  baptized.  This  was  in  December  of  1965.  The  Casper  family  would 
have  been  baptized  then,  but  since  Brother  Casper  had  made  arrangements 
to  attend  an  important  national  football  game  on  the  following  Sunday, 
and  not  wanting  to  be  baptized  on  Saturday,  and  break  the  very  next 
Sabbath,  they  waited  a  week,  and  started  the  New  Year  by  being  baptized 
on  January  1,  1966.  Brother  Miller  baptized  the  Casper  family. 

Brother  Casper  bore  his  testimony  and  had  this  to  say  about  President 
McKay:  "I  have  been  in  his  presence.  Had  not  I  known  he  was  a  prophet 
of  God  before  I  went  into  his  apartment,  after  being  there  a  few  short 
minutes,  I  would  have  known  it." 

Since  his  conversion,  Brother  Casper  and  his  family  have  been  sealed 
in  the  temple. 

The  film,  "Man's  Search  for  Happiness"  was  then  shown  to  conclude 
the  evening.  -Elder  Brian  L.  Anderson. 

The  following'  article  was  taken 

from  SPORTS  ILLUSTRATED,  November  28,  1966, 

from  an  article  entitled 

"Billy  Survives  the  Face-Off" 

Meanwhile  come  the  conversion  three  or  four  times  during  the 
to  Mormonism  on  January  1st,  of  course  of  a  tournament  week, 
this  year.  This  rather  extreme  deve-  "Before  my  wife,  Shirley,  and  my 
lopment  put  the  finishing  touches  two  older  children  and  I  were  bap- 
on  the  new  Casper.  When  Bill  tized  in  the  Church,"  Casper  ex- 
attends  a  golf  tournament  these  plains,  "I  felt  a  void  in  my  life.  1 
days,  only  part  of  his  week  is  de-  kept  wondering :  What  is  the  over- 
voted  to  his  profession.  At  Houston,  all  plan?  Now  I  know  that  if  I  can 
for  example,  he  spent  Tuesday  even-  devote  myself  to  God  and  lead  a 
ing  at  the  Brae  Burn  Country  Club,  godly  life,  I  can  eventually  find  a 
where  his  old  friend,  literary  colla-  way  back  to  the  Celestial  Kingdom 
borator  and  host,  Dan  Collett,  is  the  with  our  Heavenly  Father.  By  talk- 
home  pro,  conducting  a  Mormon  ing  to  other  people  about  my  ex- 
"fireside."  The  following  evening  he  periences-  in  life  and  how  they  relate 
did  the  same  thing  at  one  of  the  to  the  Gospel,  I  have  developed  an 
local  Mormon  wards.  Frequently  inner  strength  and  a  peace  of  mind 
Casper   will   arrange   such    meetings  (Continued   on   page   27) 
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EDITORIAL 

What  Does  God  Think? 

In  all  the  debate  over  a  new  morality,  use  of  intoxicating  beverages, 
violence  and  crime,  has  anyone  stopped  to  ask  seriously  what  God  thinks 
about  these  things?  And  would  we  accept  His  word  if  it  were  made 
known? 

The  tendency  is  to  make  up  our  minds  on  a  basis  of  our  own  selfish 
purposes.  As  an  editorial  in  a  recent  issue  of  Parents*  magazine  sadly  said, 
"We  are  no  longer  willing  to  make  arbitrary  rulings  about  what  is  good 
or  bad,  or  right  or  wrong  in  behaviour  ...  we  develop  our  styles  of  life 
according  to  individual  judgment  and  decision  .  .  .  The  'Thou  shalt  not* 
approach  does  not  convince  the  new  generation." 

Man  is  not  all  sufficient.  He  does  not  know  everything.  He  is  not  — 
even  in  this  enlightened  age  —  capable  of  making  decisions  on  all  things 
for  the  simple  reason  that  enlightened  as  he  may  be  on  some  points,  his 
mind  is  still  darkened  by  both  ignorance  and  prejudice  on  many  others. 
Indeed,  in  spite  of  all  our  present  knowledge,  we  still  "see  through  a  glass 
darkly,"  a  glass  made  darker  by  our  own  selfishness  and  wilfulness. 

When  we  say  we  no  longer  can  obey  the  "thou  shalt  nots"  we  in 
effect  say  we  cannot  accept  Him  who  laid  down  those  restrictions  in  the 
greatest  code  of  law  ever  devised. 

Setting  aside  the  Author  of  the  "thou  shalt  nots"  of  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments is  to  assume  also  that  our  human  knowledge  and  judgment  are 
superior  to  His.  How  modest  we  mortals  are!  ! 

We  are  reminded  of  a  comment  on  this  subject  made  by  Albert  Einstein 
before  his  death.  Writing  in  "The  World  as  I  See  It,"  this  mastermind 
said:  "The  harmony  of  natural  law  reveals  an  Intelligence  of  such  superior- 
ity that,  compared  with  it,  all  the  scientific  thinking  and  acting  of  human 
beings  is  an  utterly  insignificant  reflection." 

And  the  magazine  editor  implies  that  we  have  outgrown  all  that!  ! 

People  who  believe  in  God  should  be  glad  to  accept  His  word  on 
faith.  God  does  not  explain  all  He  knows  to  finite  human  beings.  Neither 
do  the  great  scientists,  for  that  matter.  Don't  we  accept  on  faith  the  word 
of  atomic  researchers,  of  space  men,  and  experts  in  any  line?  Then  shall 
we  not  take  on  faith  what  God  says  about  behaviour? 

The  new  morality  is  actually  an  invitation  to  free  love.  Editors, 
educators,  lawmakers,  and  even  some  clergymen  may  approve  and  advocate 
it,  but  does  that  make  it  right?  What  does  God  say  about  sex  freedom? 
What  about  his  "thou  shalt  not"  on  this  subject?  Are  we  to  set  it  aside 
just  because  God  —  and  not  some  magazine  editor  —  said  it? 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  man  is  not  omnipotent.  Shocking  as  it 
may  seem  to  some,  he  does  not  have  all  wisdom.  And  a  further  sad  fact 
is  that  the  more  man  puts  his  trust  in  himself,  the  further  he  drifts  from 
the  God  whom  he  professes  to  worship. 

Generally  man's  judgment  on  behaviour  is  based  on  his  own  likes  and 
dislikes  more  than  on  what  is  basically  right  or  wrong.  Selfishness  is  at  the 
heart  of  most  behavioural  problems. 

Man  so  often  resembles  his  own  little  children  who  won't  eat  this  or 
that  because  they  don't  happen  to  like  it,  or  who  won't  leave  the  water  tap 
or  the  kitchen  stove  alone  because  they  want  them  for  playthings. 

What  parent  would  admit  that  a  child's  unwise  wants  should  become 
the  controlling  factor  in  making  important  decisions? 

Just  as  parents  lay  down  rules  of  conduct  for  their  little  ones  without 
entering  into  long  and  detailed  explanations,  so  God  has  given  us  His 
(Continued  on  page   14) 
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New 

temple 

s  i  te 


•  Present   temples 
o  Approved  temples 

New  Temple  for  East  U.S. 

A  new  temple  to  serve  members  of  the  Church  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  United  States  will  be  built  on  a  wooded  hill  near  Washington,  D.C.  the 
First  Presidency  has  announced. 

President  David  O.  McKay  said,  in  making  the  announcement,  "it  is 
my  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  approve  erection  of  a  House  of  the  Lord 
to  serve  an  area  in  which  a  temple  is  so  much  needed." 

The  new  temple,  which  will  be  built  near  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  on  57 
acres  of  land,  will  serve  more  than  238,000  members  of  the  Church  living 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  They  reside  in  38  stakes  and  12  missions. 

This  area,  the  First  Presidency  said,  embraces  the  largest  body  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  the  world,  not  living  within  reasonably  close  proximity 
to  a  temple. 

The  temple  will  serve  Church  members  in  Canada  and  also  most 
members  in  South  America. 

Plans  for  the  new  temple  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Architec- 
tural plans  and  construction  will  be  handled  under  direction  of  the  Church 
Building  Committee  headed  by  Mark  B.  Garff.  the  chairman. 

The  temple  site  comprises  57.4  acres  and  was  purchased  by  the  Church 
in  October,  1962,  at  an  investment  of  $850,000.  (R595,000). 

The  site  is  within  the  area  of  greatest  density  of  Church  membership 
east  of  the  Mississippi.  There  also  are  some  of  the  finest  genealogical 
research  facilities  in  the  world  located  in  the  area  of  the  nation's  capital. 

Church  leaders  in  the  East  say  the  site  is  the  finest,  most  attractive, 
and  largest  undeveloped  *ract  of  its  kind  in  the  metropolitan  Washington 
area.  It  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  potential  expansion  and  other 
facilities  as  they  are  needed. 

The  site  is  readily  accessible  to  the  entire  area  to  be  served  —  by  air, 
rail  or  automobile.  It  provides  a  promient  eminence  —  elevated  120  feet 
above  the  surrounding  terrain  and  overlooking  beautiful  Rock  Creek 
Park.  It  is  adjacent  to  expressway  traffic  and  on  and  off  ramps. 

A  circumferential  highway  connects  with  super  highways  to  New  York. 
New  England,  Chicago  and  the  Midwest,  to  Virginia,  Georgia,  and  Florida 
and  other  points  south  thus  precluding  the  necessity  of  travelling  through 
the  Washington  metropolitan  area. 

Three  major  airports  are  within  45  minutes   of  automobile  time  and 
is  reasonably  accessible  to  railroad  transportation. 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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I  Am  Ready  For  You 

Marion  D.  Hanks 

He  wasn't  sure  where  the  idea  had  come  from,  but  somehow  the 
young  man  felt  that  if  he  could  be  alone  in  God's  great  outdoors  and  try 
to  talk  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  it  would  help.  That's  why  he  found  himself 
standing  in  the  grove  of  trees  that  early  morning,  looking  up  and  saying 
what  he  did.  His  earthly  father  was  not  religiously  inclined,  and  his  mother 
had  not  forced  the  situation.  The  family  therefore  had  had  little  formal 
religious  experience  or  instruction,  but  the  idea  of  praying  for  help  had 
come  to  him,  and  he  was  trying. 

His  troubles  were  not  abnormal,  but  they  were  serious.  He  had  quit 
school  and  was  associating  with  a  group  of  companions  who  didn't  really 
represent  the  kind  of  man  he  wanted  to  be.  His  work  was  unpromising, 
his  habits  questionable,  and  his  future  becoming  more  a  concern  to  him 
daily.  He  really  felt  he  needed  some  help,  and  he  didn't  know  where 
to  turn.  Thus  the  idea  of  praying  had  occurred  to  him,  and  he  had  set  out 
to  do  it,  going  outside  his  small  western  town  to  a  nearby  wooded  area. 

As  he  stood  there  that  morning,  the  young  man  looked  up  and  talked 
to  the  Lord.  His  message  was  simple,  but  to  hear  it  as  he  described  it 
several  years  later  on  an  airplane  flying  over  the  forests  of  Vietnam  was 
electrifying. 

"I  just  looked  up,"  he  explained  softly,  "and  said  to  the  Lord:  'God, 
I  am  ready  for  you  if  you  are  ready  for  me.'  " 

There  was  no  startling  response,  oral  or  visual.  He  saw  nothing  and 
heard  no  voice.  There  was  only  the  utter  quiet  of  the  breezeless  morning 
and  the  beating  of  his  own  heart.  Yet  he  went  away  knowing  that  he  had 
been  heard,  somehow  deeply  assured  that  the  answer  would  be  forth- 
coming. 

When  he  sat  behind  the  bus  driver  on  his  way  to  town  that  morning, 
he  got  the  first  phase  of  his  answer.  The  man  said  to  him,  "Son,  I  believe 
you  are  looking  for  something  that  I  can  help  you  find."  Thus  started  the 
conversation  that  ultimately  resulted  in  the  man's  acceptance  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  restored  Church,  and  that  changed  his  life  completely. 

The  corporal  had  discovered,  when  he  was  a  16-year-old  boy,  that 
God  was  ready  for  him.  From  that  moment  life  had  taken  on  a  great 
meaning  that  activated  him  and  exuded  from  him  in  goodness  and  strength 
as  he  walked  and  worked  with  humble  dignity  among  his  fellows. 


MILITARY  SERVICEMEN 

To  all  District  and  Branch  Presidents :  A  number  of  young 
men  (members)  will  be  called  up  to  serve  their  country  in  the 
armed  forces  during  the  coming  vear.  Do  not  fail  to  interview 
and  bless  these  members  before  departure  and  forward  names, 
full  addresses,  regimental  identification  numbers,  and  rank  to 
the  Counsellor  for  Servicemen  in  the  South  African  Mission, 
Tex  W.  Smith,  c/o  South  African  Mission  or  Circle  Court, 
Clarendon  Place,  Hillbrow,  Johannesburg.  It  is  important  that 
all  District  and  Branch  Presidents  give  this  request  their 
urgent  attention.  Thank  you.  —  Brother  Tex  Smith. 
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Lets  Be  Tolerant 


Charles  W.  Penrose,  president  of  the  British  Mission,  told  a  story  to 
us  missionaries  that  I  hope  will  stay  with  me  all  my  life.  Some  fellow, 
according  to  Brother  Penrose,  had  a  peculiar  dream  and  with  a  definite 
satire  in  mind  recited  it  to  some  over-zealous  saints.  He  said  he  died  and 
naturally,  after  getting  his  bearings,  applied  at  the  Pearly  Gates  for  ad- 
mission. As  he  approached  St.  Peter,  the  latter  with  his  fingers  to  his  lips 
beckoned  the  candidate  to  enter  just  as  noiselessly  as  possible.  As  he 
approached  closer,  the  keeper  of  the  gates  whispered  to  him,  "Be  just  as 
quiet  as  you  can;  the  Mormons  are  in  the  next  room.  They  think  they're 
the  only  people  in  heaven,  and  we  don't  want  to  disturb  them." 

Now  I've  got  too  much  sense  to  ridicule  our  position  in  the  world 
and  the  sanctity,  if  you  please,  of  the  restoration  of  the  gospel  and  the 
need  of  same  in  this  upset  world.  What  I  am  trying  to  do  is  to  shoot  a 
straight  shaft  at  the  heart  of  bigotry  and  self-righteousness.  We  are  all 
God's  people  or  we  wouldn't  be  here.  Let's  not  be  happy  in  any  pro- 
gramme but  one  that  contemplates  the  salvation  of  all  mankind.  That's 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  we'll  be  tolerant  with 
those  who  differ  honestly  with 
us,  the  time  will  come  when 
we'll  be  mighty  happy  we 
made  allowances.  If  we'd  only 
look  at  the  virtues  of  others 
and  not  everlastingly  magnify 
our  differences,  we'd  be  much 
happier.  If  another  sect  differs 
with  us,  let  us  not  get  all 
wrought  up.  The  most  sacred 
blessing  any  of  us  enjoy  is  our 
free  agency.  Take  away  from 
us,  our  right  to  choose  what 
path  we  will  take,  then  we're 
nothing  more  than  slaves  or 
dumb  cattle. 

When  we  say  our  prayers 

at    night,    it    would    be   a    very 

pood    thing    if    we'd    ask    the 

Lord  to   help  us   see   ourselves 

as   others   see  us. 

Father    Kelly    and    Rabbi    Levi   were    chatting    together.    Said   Father 

Kelly  to  his  Jewish  friend,  "When  are  you  going  to  become  liberal  enough 

to    eat   ham    with     me?"    Rabbi    Levi    answered   Father    Kelly,    "At   your 

wedding." 

Sometimes  some  of  us  in  our  anxiety  to  be  zealous  really  go  to  town 
going  after  the  little  faults  of  others.  Yes,  we  forget  the  beam  that  is  in 
our  own  eye  and  go  after  field  mice  in  others  with  a  double-barrelled  ele- 
phant gun.  Some  of  us  with  faults  of  elephants  magnitude  go  hunting 
for  field  mice  weaknesses  in  others.  And  besides  lacking  a  sympathy  that 
Christ  spent  most  of  his  time  trying  to  teach  us,  "we  strain  at  a  gnat  and 
swallow  a  camel." 

Sometimes  I  have  quite  a  time  making  myself  clear.  Let  me  illustrate: 
It  happened  in  London  when  the  Germans  were  dropping  blockbusters  from 
the  sky.  One  of  those  bombs  would  really  transform  a  whole  business 
block  into  shreaded  wheat.  Once  in  a  while  a  bomb,  if  it  were  operated 
upon  immediately  after  it  landed,  could  be  stopped  from  doing  its  terrible 
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job.  There  were  soldiers  stationed  about  the  bombing  zone  whose  duty 
it  was  to  tackle  immediately  the  missile  from  the  heavens  that  hadn't  ex- 
ploded, break  off  the  connections  between  the  clock  ticker  and  the  business 
part  of  the  explosive,  and  save  millions  of  dollars  of  property  and  maybe 
hundreds  of  lives.  Well,  one  of  these  demons  from  the  air  lit  in  a  base- 
ment. It  lay  there  sizzling,  getting  ready  to  play  its  havoc.  The  bomb  was 
observed,  and  an  orderly  was  rushed  to  it.  But  the  poor  fellow,  failing  to 
do  his  duty,  jumped  up  the  ladder  as  white  as  a  ghost.  The  officer  in 
charge  thundered  out  at  the  retreating  fellow,  "You  fool,  what's  the 
matter?"  His  answer  from  the  frightened  fellow  was,  "There's  a  bloody 
rat  down  there." 

Yes,  and  that's  the  way  a  lot  of  us  think.  We  are  more  concerned  with 
trifles  than  we  are  over  the  things  that  will  blow  us  into  eternity. 

A  child  in  a  boarding  house  was  told  that  he  must  eat  prunes.  But 
he  said  he  didn't  like  them  and  rebelled  against  them.  The  harder  they 
tried  to  force  them  into  his  diet,  the  more  opposition  there  was  to  them. 
But  they  were  determined  to  conquer  him,  and  they  resorted  to  almost 
everything  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  In  desperation  his  menu  despot 
told  him  one  night  that  if  he  didn't  include  prunes  in,  his  meal  the  Lord 
would  be  very  much  displeased.  He  was  told,  in  fact,  that  the  Lord  might 
get  very  angry  with  him.  The  night  he  was  told  this,  while  he  didn't  master 
enough  courage  to  eat  the  fruit  he  was  so  allergic  to,  he  pondered  over 
his  displeasing  his  Creator.  After  he  had  gone  to  bed,  it  started  to  thunder. 
It  shook  the  house  and  rattled  the  windows  in  a  terrific  way,  and  the 
accompanying  lightening  almost  scared  the  poor  kid  to  death.  He  couldn't 
sleep  a  wink  with  all  those  convulsions  of  the  elements  and  fireworks  going 
on  outside.  The  poor  lad  finally  threw  off  the  bed  clothes  and  peered  out 
into  the  weather  and  in  excitement  and  in  desperation  exclaimed,  "I  didn't 
eat  what  they  asked  me  to,  but  I  don't  know  why  the  Lord  makes  such 
a  fuss  over  a  dish  of  prunes." 

The  Lord  doesn't  make  a  fuss  over  a  dish  of  prunes,  but  we  his 
children  do.  Sometimes  in  our  intolerance  to  others  we  are  in  no  position 
to  criticize. 

Sometimes  we  get  so  narrow-minded  we  could  hide  behind  the  edge  of 
a  knife,  and  nobody  would  be  able  to  find  us  for  a  month  with  a  micro- 
scope. We  get  out  little  hatchets  and  how  we  make  mountains  out  of  mole- 
hills! Do  we  see  the  big  things  in  life  or  do  we  get  so  fussy  about  matters 
of  no  width  and  breadth  that  we  make  ourselves  appear  a  tiny  pigmy  to 
the  fellow  who  really  thinks? 

Mr.  Jacob  Riis  who  helped  clean  up  the  slums  of  New  York  was  a 
great  friend  of  Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  American  President.  If  you'll 
remember,  our  friend  Teddy  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  Rough  Riders 
charged  the  enemy  up  San,  Juan  Hill. 

One  day  our  friend  Riis  got  a  letter  from  a  lady  friend.  The  letter 
read  as  follows: 

"Dear  Mr.  Riis: 

There    is   a   story   about   that   as   Mr.    Roosevelt   charged   up  San 

Juan  Hill   he   said   "Hell."   Dear  Mr.   Riis,  could   he  have  used  that 

word?  Please  look  into  the  matter  and  correct  the  rumour  imme- 
diately." 

The  good  lady  who  got  so  excited  received  a  letter  back  from  Riis 
about  as  follows: 

"Dear  Madam: 

As  Colonel   Roosevelt   charged   up  San   Juan   Hill   I   don't   know 

whether  or  not  he  said  'Hell,'  but  when  I  received  your  letter,  I  did." 

The  world  is  crying  louder  than,  ever  for  us  to  be  tolerant  towards 
the  other  fellow  and  his  viewpoint.  The  Crusades  are  the  best  example  in 
history  of  what  we  stoop  to  in  the  name  of  religion.  In  almost  every  spot 
in  the  world  you  see  the  land  scarred  with  the  result  of  man's  inhumanity 
to  man.  (Continued  on  page  25) 
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I  Lew  crion: 


onzons 

Reginald  Holmes 

Farewell  to  the  old  year.  The  last  page  is  written, 
With  each  deed  recorded.  The  record  now  stands. 
Were  they  evil  or  good,  there  are  no  retractions 
For  yesterday's  chapters  are  now  in  God's  hands. 

We  only  can  hope  our  successes  and  failures 
Will  evenly   balance  on  life's  mighty  scale; 
That  the  lessons  we  learned  will  not  be  forgotten 
As  we  chart  a  new  course  and  make  ready  to  sail. 

So  hail  to  the  New  Year,  let  each  precious  moment 
Be  counted  a  gem  beyond  value  or  cost; 
And  spend  not  one  hour  in  useless  endeavour 
For  time  that  is  wasted  is  time  that  is  lost. 

The  bright  new  horizons  will  constantly  beckon 
To  those  who  march  onward  with  banners  unfurled. 
Have  faith  in  the  future,  shout  the  glad  tidings  .  . 
A  happy  New  Year !  It's  a  wonderful  world  ! 


WHAT   DOES  GOD   THINK?   (Continued   from    page   9) 

"thou  shalt  nots"  without  necessarily  giving  chapter  and  verse  as  to  His 
reasons. 

Isn't  it  enough  to  know  that  He  invites  us  to  become  like  Him  and 
that  His  laws  are  but  guideposts  to  help  us  on  our  way?  We  can  and 
must  accept  them  on  faith  if  for  no  other  reason  than  just  that  God 
said  so ! 

This  article  was  taken  from  the  Church  News,  Editorial  Page,  July  6, 
1968. 
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1  want  to  say  here  that  in  all  my  life 
since    joining    this    Church    the    Kingdom, 

I  notwithstanding    these     powers     that    have 

f\  been  with  me  to  kill  me,  I  have  always  had 

the    relevations    of   God   with   me.   That   is 

I  something    I   want   to   talk   about   to    Israel 

before   I   get  through.   The   power  of  God 

c  has  told  me  what  to  do  and  what  not  to  do. 

5  While   the    devil   has    had    power   to    afflict 

my  body  very  seriously,  there  has  been  a 
power  with  me  that  has  saved  me  through 
it  all.  And,  whenever  I  have  had  the  Holy 

Q  Spirit   with   me   to   tell   me   what  to   do,   I 

have  had  to  do  that.  By  that  I  have  been 

f  saved.  By  listening  to  that  still  small  voice 

'  I  am  here  today  with  you. 

."  There    are   two    reasons   why   I   am    here 

*•  today.  When  I  went  back  after  the  pioneer 

journey,    President    Young    said    he   wanted 

iL  me  to  take  my  family  and  go  to  Boston,  and 

stay  there  till  I  could  gather  all  the  Saints 

Q  of  God  in  New  England  and  Canada  and 

bring  them  to  Zion.  That  was  the  mission 

c  he  gave  me  on  my  return  from  the  pioneer 

journey  to  Winter  Quarters.  I  went  in  the 
spring,  as  he  told  me,  and  took  my  family. 

We  came  one  evening  to  one  of  the 
brethren's  houses  in  Indiana.  Several  of  us 

/  were    there.    Orson    Hyde    had    a    team    as 

t  well  as  myself.  We  drove  into  a  long  yard. 

I  set  my  carriage  within  six  inches  of  his. 
I  had  my  wife  and  children  with  me.  I 
tied  my  animals  to  an  oak  tree  on  the 
other   side    of   where   we   camped.    I   went 

i  to    bed    in    my   carriage. 

li  As   I  laid  down,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 

told  me  to  get  up  and  move  my  carriage. 

Q  I  did  not  ask  the  Lord  what  He  meant.  I 

did  as  I  was  told.  The  same  Spirit  told  me 
to   move  my  animals  away  from  that  tree. 

SI  did  that.  My  wife  asked  me  why  I  did  it. 
I  told  her  I  did  not  know. 

I    had   not   been   in   bed   twenty   minutes 

P  when    there    came    a    whirlwind    and    took 

that  oak  tree,  which  had   stood  there  per- 

l  haps  fifty  years,  split   it  right  through  the 

trunk,  and  it  swept  through  both  of  those 

#•  fences    where    my    carriage    had    stood.    It 

never  touched  Brother  Hyde's  carriage,  but 

I  it  would  have  crushed  me  and  my  family 

•■  to   the   earth    if   I   had   not   listened  to   the 

f  voice  of  the  Spirit. 

After  spending  two  years  and  a  half  in 
New    England     and    Canada,    getting    the 
Saints    out,    I    started    back    with    the    last 
by  lot,    about    a    hundred,    from    Boston.    We 

landed    in    Pittsburgh    at    dusk.    We    were 
anxious  not  to  stay  there  but  to  go  on  to 
Woodruff  St.   Louis.   I   saw  a   steamer  making  steam 

January,   1969         CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  15 


0 


T 


Wilford 


ready  to  go  out.  I  went  to  the  captain  and  asked  him  how  many  passengers 
he  had.  "Three  hundred  and  fifty."  "Could  you  take  another  hundred?" 
"Yes."  I  had  learned  to  heed  the  promptings  of  the  Spirit  and  that  Spirit 
said  to  me,  "Don't  go  aboard  that  steamer,  you  nor  your  company."  All 
right,  said  I.  I  had  learned  something  about  that  still,  small  voice.  I  did 
not  go  aboard  that  steamer,  but  waited  till  the  next  morning.  In  thirty 
minutes  after  that  steamer  left,  it  took  fire.  It  had  ropes  instead  of  chains, 
and  they  could  not  go  ashore.  It  was  a  dark  night  and  not  a  soul  was 
saved.  If  I  had  not  obeyed  the  influence  of  that  monitor  within  me,  I 
would   have  been  there  myself,  with  the  rest  of  the  company. 

The  Thirteenth  Ward  would  not  have  had  an  Atwood  for  a  Bishop; 
the  Church  would  not  have  had  a  Leonard  W.  Hardy  as  Bishop.  They 
were  both  with  me,  and  their  families,  including  Brother  Samuel  Hardy, 
who   is   in  St.   George  now,  upwards  of  ninety  years  old. 

I  have  never  disobeyed  that  Spirit  but  once  in  my  life;  I  did  it  then, 
through  the  urgency  of  other  persons,  and  it  nearly  cost  me  my  life.  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  this  Spirit.  It  was  not  the  blow  of  trumpets  nor 
thunder  and  lightning;  it  was  the  still  small  voice  to  me.  All  the  way 
from  my  boyhood  I  have  been  governed  and  controlled  by  that  Spirit. 

My  missions  have  been  by  that  Spirit  of  revelation.  I  was  told  to  go 
to  Fox  Islands  by  that  same  still  small  voice.  In  that  time  of  the  great 
apostasy  in  Kirtland  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  said  to  me,  "Get  you  a  partner 
and  go  to  the  Fox  Islands."  I  knew  no  more  what  was  in  the  Fox  Islands 
than  what  was  in,  Kolob.  I  went  there,  however,  baptized  a  hundred  and 
brought  them  up  to  Zion  with  me.  It  was  upon  that  island  where  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Joseph  Smith,  telling  me  that  I  was  called  by  revelation 
to  fill  the  place  of  one  of  the  Twelve  who  had  fallen.  You  will  see  it  in 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  That  thing  was  revealed  to  me  before  I 
received  the  letter  from  Joseph  Smith,  but  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  tell 
it  to  any  mortal  man,  for  I  knew  it  was  my  duty  to  keep  such  things  to 
myself. 

Through  all  my  life  and  labours,  whenever  I  have  been  told  to  do 
anything  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  I  have  always  found  it  good  to  do  it. 
I  have  been  preserved  by  that  power. 

That  power  was  with  me  when  I  went  to  Herefordshire,  I  was  preach- 
ing every  night  with  Brother  Cordon,  and  one  night  we  held  a  meeting 
in  the  town  hall  at  Hanley,  in  Staffordshire.  The  Spirit  —  that  still  small 
voice  said  to  me,  "this  is  the  last  meeting  you  will  hold  with  this  people 
for  many  days."  I  told  the  congregation  so  when  I  got  up.  They  were  very 
much  astonished,  and  asked  me  where  I  was  going.  I  told  them  I  did  not 
know.  After,  I  went  to  ask  the  Lord  what  he  wanted  of  me,  and  He  told 
me  to  go  to  the  south.  That  was  all  the  answer  I  got. 

I  took  the  stage  and  rode  eighty  miles  south.  The  first  man's  house  I 
went  into  was  John  Benbow's.  I  had  not  been  in  his  house  fifteen  minutes 
when  I  understood  why  the  Lord  had  sent  me  there.  There  was  a  people 
broken  off  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  who  had  banded  together  and 
called  themselves  United  Brethren.  They  were  watching  for  the  coming 
of  the  Son  of  Man,  watching  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  as  they  read  of  it 
in  the  New  Testament.  The  first  thirty  days  after  I  got  there  I  brought  into 
the  Church  some  two  thousand,  with  fifty  ministers,  and  all  their  chapels, 
licensed  according  to  law,  were  in  my  hands.  There  was  no  blowing  of 
trumpets  about  that.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  told  me  to  go  there,  and  when 
I  got  there  I  saw  why  I  was  sent. 

This  article  was  taken  from  the  book  "Faith  Promoting  Stories"  by 
Preston  Nibley. 
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^Come   Join   Us   at   Fireside" 

by  Florence  B.  Pinnock 


m 


What    «i    Happy    Invitation  I 
It    has    a    special    meaning 


The  word  "fire- 
side" has  not  al- 
ways had  this  con- 
notation. To  one 
young  boy,  later 
to  become  a  great 

among  the  young  people   in  our  church 

Kg      ■«««.=*.««,  president,   fireside    meant 

light  enough  to  read  and 
— ^^^^^^^^—  study    by    so    he    might 

come    over    to    my    home     fome     ^ay     become     a 

'  lawyer.  To  another  presi- 

^ ^ ""— ""  dent  of  the  United  States 
and    we'll    meet    informally     Preside    was    a    name 

'  given  to  a  radio  chat 
"^ ~^^— '^"■^—"^  he  gave  to  the  nation 
and     finff  from  time  to  time  during  World  War 

**  II.    Fireside    to    pilgrims    and    voor- 

trekkers     meant     warmth     from     the 
elm!     talh  elements  and  heat  for  cooking.  Fire- 

places graced  the  first  homes  in  South 
——————    "~  Africa   and   the  fireside  was   a   place 

-     m  - --       _  of    gathering    for    family    and 

and    learn    together.        friends. 

i               Early    one   Sunday  morning 
mm/-       *.     -       *_— .  «^_         *-_     m in    1938    the    M    Men 

What    better    place    to    be      and  Gleaner  commit- 

-        -  tees     of    the     general 

mm .  m  m  m  boards    met    to 

than    in    a    welcoming  borne        p|an     activities 
^ — -         for    the    young 
-g_-       §     m         „|  people  of  this  age.  They  wanted 
mwBl:i*     irieno*  these    girls    and    boys    to    meet 
i  together  often  and   enjoy  each 
_r            m                            m  others'     company.     After 
on     a     Sunday     evening  Sacrament     meeting     on 
.  Sunday  night  it  had  be- 
ar-                     «c                               -      n  -«                   come  a  time  for 

atter    a    sacrament    Meeting.       many   ut-   tnern 

•        to      gather      ir 

cars,  on  street  corners,  or  in  a  show.  Sunday  had  been  a  Sabbath  up  until 
this  hour,  now  what  could  be  done  about  it?  Often  many  heads  are  better 
than  one,  and  on  this  Sunday  morning  the  idea  was  conceived  to  gather 
our  young  people  in  homes  after  Church.  The  name  "fireside"  was  sug- 
gested, and  these  gatherings  have  been  so  called  for  over  twenty  years 
Firesides  have  become  so  popular  that  all  ages  and  groups  in  the  Mutual 
with  the  exception  of  the  Beehive  girls  and  Scouts,  hold  them.  This  is  a 
time  for  friends  to  get  together  in  homes  and  enjoy  each  others'  company 
under  the  Sabbath  influence.  (Continued  on  page  25) 
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S.A.  MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumo ratis  Message  of  You 

Elder  Brian  L  Anderson,  Section  Editor 


MOWBRAY 


Ends    Busy,    Profitable    Month 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


The  Bazaar,  held  on  November 
1  and  2,  proved  to  be  a  social  and 
financial  success.  During  the  pre- 
ceding week,  the  Relief  Society 
sisters  were  busily  engaged  in  mak- 
ing paper  flowers  for  decorating  the 
stylized  trees  and  bowls  which  added 
to  the  attractiveness  of  the  various 
booths.  By  the  time  the  Bazaar  was 
scheduled  to  open,  the  hall  looked 
like  a  huge  conservatory  of  uniden- 
tified exotic  blooms.  Business  was 
fairly  brisk  in  all  departments,  but 
especially  so  in  those  catering  to  the 
demands  of  the  "inner  man",  for 
example,  "The  Tempting  Tray  Rest- 
aurant", the  Hamburger  Stand,  the 
Soda  Fountain  and  "Food-O- 
Rama".  There  were  exciting  games 
to  be  played  in  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  rooms;  film  shows  (real 
tough  Westerns)  in  the  Relief  Soc- 
iety Hall;  and  bargains  galore  at  the 
counters  in  the  Recreational  Hall. 
Hard  work?  Yes  —  but  plenty  of 
fun,  too!  This  effort  netted  a  result 
of  R800. 

The  Relief  Society  Closing  Social 
was  held  November  14.  It  revolved 
around  a  Christmas  theme,  includ- 
ing preparations  for  Christmas. 
There  was  also  a  contest  among  the 
sisters  for  hats  they  had  made  of 
paper.  Sister  Mildred  Burke  was 
awarded  the  prize. 

Thanks  to  Mrs.  Joan  Olivier  and 
her  team  of  mannequins,  who  mod- 
elled "Princess"  garments  at  a  fash- 


ion show,  held  in  the  Recreation 
Hall  on  November  21.  The  men  in 
the  audience  seemed  to  enjoy  watch- 
ing the  models  as  much  as  their 
fashion   conscious   partners  did. 

This  has  indeed  been  a  month  of 
welcoming  friends.  Sister  Violet  and 
Mr.  Len  Taylor  have  returned  from 
the  Transvaal  to  make  their  home 
at  the  Cape.  Sister  Myra  Wienand 
has  come  home  from  the  United 
States,  where  she  has  been  living 
for  the  past  eighteen  months.  These 
talented  people  will  prove  a  real 
asset  to  the  Branch. 

A  baby  shower  was  held  for 
Sister  Milja  Harper,  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Ivy  Fourie,  on  November 
12.  A  happy  gathering  of  the  sisters 
and  friends  presented  the  "Lady  in 
waiting"  with  some  very  pretty  and 
useful  gifts  for  the  expected  arrival. 

Deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
the  family  of  Sister  Martha  Mur- 
phy, who  died  on  November  26. 
Brother  Frank  Fourie  gave  a  mov- 
ing tribute  to  this  dear  old  member 
at  the  service.  Sister  Murphy,  who 
would  have  been  ninety-one  on 
December  1,  was  the  oldest  mem- 
ber at  Mowbray  —  in  length  of 
membership  as  well  as  age. 

The  new  Junior  Sunday  School 
Co-ordinator  is  Sister  Maria  Maritz, 
who  was"  sustained  in  this  office  on 
the  release  of  Sister  Helen  Theys. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Alexine 
Birch,    whose    engagement    to    Mr. 


18 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER         January,   1969 


Clive    Simpson    was    announced    on      ulated  this  month  is  Brother  Patrick 
November    16.  Ross,  who  has  been  made  head  boy 

Another    person    to    be    congrat-      at  his  school  this  year. 


BELLVILLE 

Hears    Primary    Programme 

Reported  by  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 

The  highlight  of  this  month  was  the  programme  on  "Reverence"  that 
was  presented  to  us  by  our  Primary  children  on  Sunday,  November  24. 
There  was  not  one  brother  or  sister  that  was  not  moved  to  tears  at  the 
conclusion  of  this  meeting.  The  singing  rendered  by  the  children  was 
beautiful  and  we  are  grateful  to  the  Primary  Presidency  for  their  hard 
work  in  arranging  this  programme,  and  for  the  wonderful  way  the  children 
presented  it.  There  were  many  visitors  from  our  sister  branch,  Mowbray, 
and  we  were  very  pleased  to  welcome  Sister  Johanna  Fourie,  the  Mission 
Primary  President. 

Our  Branch  was  privileged  to  join  in  with  Mowbray  in  celebrating 
the  80th  birthday  of  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  on  Thursday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 28,  when  tribute  was  paid  to  her. 

The  Relief  Society  held  their  closing  social  for  this  year  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Storey.  The  brethren  were  their  guests  and  were 
very  surprised  when  they  were  called  upon  to  entertain  the  sisters  by 
relating  their  most  embarrassing  experiences.  Sister  Joy  Fourie,  Theo 
Cherrett  and  Bernie  Hubert  were  also  guests. 

The  MIA  held  a  swimming  party  at  Blaauwberg  Strand  on  Saturday, 
November  23.  Those  who  attended  had  a  jolly  time  swimming  and  playing 
games. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  Brother  Frederick  Lotter  on  the 
death  of  his  mother.  May  the  Lord  comfort  him  and  his  family  in  their 
bereavement. 


EAST  LONDON 

Christmas  Night    Out 

Reported  by  Maria  Van  Heerden 

The   month    of   October   saw   the  most  successful,  we  trust  that  they 
sisters  very  busy  preparing  for  the  will  continue  in  this  manner, 
bazaar,  to  be  held   in  the  city  hall  We  congratulate  Avril  Adams  on 
on    November    30.    All    the    articles  the    occasion    of    her    baptism    and 
seen  so  far  indicate  that  it  is  going  welcome   her   into   our   branch, 
to  be  the  bumper  sale  we  are  natur- 
ally hoping  for.  "    was    lovely    to    see    the    Olsen 

As  a  Christmas  treat,  the   Priest-  family    back    again    after   their    trip 

hood  took  their  wives  to  dinner  at  to.   Denmark.    They    took    a    special 

one  of  East  London's  leading  hotels  trip  overseas   to   visit   relations   and 

and    afterwards    to    see    the    show,  for    the    occasion    of    Mr.    Olsen's 

"Camelot."    From    all    reports,    the  Parents"  wedding  anniversary, 

evening  was  very  enjoyable.  Congratulations    go    also    to    Bro- 

The  effort  to  promote  interest  in  thers    Robbie    and    Kenny    Jubber. 

Sacrament   meetings   by   introducing  who  will  once  again  be  representing 

special      programmes      has      proved  border  in  cycling. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG 

Missionary    Returns 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 

Elder  Ken  Orth  arrived  home  on  December  9,  after  serving  a  very 
successful  mission  in  South  Africa.  Elder  Orth  was  instrumental  in  12  bap- 
tisms in  the  two  years  that  he  served  in  South  Africa. 

The  young  members  of  the  Branch  have  been  busy  with  end  of  year 
exams.  This  accounts  for  many  long  faces  and  worried  frowns.  But  things 
do  seem  to  be  livening  up  now,  and  smiling  faces  are  seen  again. 

District  conference  was  held  in  Durban  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 
As  usual  these  meetings  proved  to  be  a  wonderful  spiritual  feast. 


DURBAN 

Lucrative    Bazaar    Held 

Reported  by  Cherryl   Dawn   Vice 

Our     Branch     suffered     a     severe  thoroughly     enjoyed.     A    swimming 

robbery    when    most    of    the    yean.,  party    was    also    arranged;    and    the 

work    that    had    been    collected    for  play   which   they   produced,   "Some- 

the   Relief  Society  Fete,  was  taken  thing's  Gotta  Go"  was  the  greatest 

but   thanks   to   a   tremendous    effort  success  ever. 

by  all  the  members,  who  really  went  Qh       R        h    activhies    induded 

the      second    mile      the    Fete    stili  th       month,       fil        show              h 

opened   on  schedule,   and   proved   a      r.„     .,  „    . * .    •   .        .•       „    , 

great    social    and    financial    success.  Chapel    and  a  most  interesting  and 

wherein    the    sum    of    Rl,042    wav  ^tractive    District    Conference,    at 


VVUCIClll         LUC        MINI         Ul         1\  i  ,\nL        wa>  I     •     1                             »  M  •                         r»            *J          * 

a  t      *u     r>     i^-       c     a    r  which    our    Mission    President    pre- 

raised  for  the  Building  Fund.  Con  s;ded 

gratulations    are    in    order    for    this 

stout  effort  by  all  the  members.  We  welcome  into  the  Branch  Bro- 

The    MIA    has    also    been    ener-  ther  and  Sister  Travis  from  Austra- 

getically  working.  They  catered  for  lia,    and    also    the    following    newly 

the  social  side  of  our  activities  by  baptised     members:      Deborah     Joy 

holding  a  "Chuck-wagon  Jamboree"  Snyman,  Tracy  Linda  Gibbs,  Karen 

which  all  the  cowboys  and  cowgirls  Audrey  Gibbs  and  Peter  Bevan. 


SALISBURY 

Has    "Spring"    Bazaar 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 

On  Saturday,  October  26,  a  hike  was  held  for  members  of  MIA,  who 
went  out  along  the  road  to  Lake  Mclllwaine  and  after  an  enjoyable  braai- 
vleis  returned  in  time  for  the  Priesthood  to  meet  with  President  Howard 
C.  Badger  that  evening.  It  was  during  the  evening  that  Brothers  Bob 
Bragge  and  Ernie  Fourie  were  ordained  Elders,  and  the  following  day. 
Brothers  Gordon  Botha  and  Timothy  Bazter  were  made  Deacons. 

Relief  Society  sisters  held  a  bazaar  on  Saturday  afternoon,  November- 
ber  9,  in  which  most  of  the  year's  work  was  put  on  sale.  The  hall  was  a 
scene  of  gay  stalls,  decorated  with  the  theme  of  "Spring"  in  mind.  There 
were  prizes  for  the  best  three  stalls.  Altogether  there  were  nine  stalls. 
They    included :    cakes;    sweets;    toys;    white    elephant;    pickles    and    jams; 
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knitted  articles;  needlework;  Christmas  cards  and  decorations;  plants  and 
vegetables.  During  the  afternoon  there  was  a  steady  flow  of  customers 
buying  at  most  stalls,  in  spite  of  the  terrific  heat.  The  most  popular  was 
the  ice  cream  and  cool  drinks  stall  run  by  the  Priesthood.  Before  the 
afternoon  ended,  they  ran  out  of  ice  cream,  but  this  was  replenished  in 
great  haste. 

The  1st  prize  for  the  best  decorated  stall  went  to  Sisters  Norma 
Thwaites  and  Norma  Laing,  in  charge  of  the  cake  stall.  Their  kiosk  of  brown 
paper  walls,  patterned  as  bricks,  was  decorated  with  icing  sugar  flowers 
and  leaves  which  the  children  were  allowed  to  pluck  off  and  eat  at  the 
end  of  the  afternoon  —  much  to  their  delight.  The  2nd  prize  went  to 
Sisters  June  Frost  and  Heather  Warren,  in  charge  of  the  sweet  stall,  which 
sported  an  "all-day  sucker  tree,"  literally  decorated  with  suckers  tied  all 
over  the  dried  branches  of  a  sprayed  tree.  The  3rd  prize  went  to  Sisters 
Pauline  Wainwright  and  Ethel  Pinnick,  in  charge  of  the  children's  toys 
whose  stall  also  sported  a  "Lollipop"  tree  with  very  artistically  made 
fruits  made  of  sweets  which  were  hung  from  the  branches  of  a  tree. 

The  bazaar  was  held  to  raise  funds  for  the  Relief  Society  to  buy  a 
sewing  machine  and  the  objective  was  achieved. 

On  November  11,  Independence  Day,  about  a  dozen  Saints  gathered 
on  Gun  Kopje  to  hold  a  sunrise  testimony  service,  and  were  greatly  blessed 
by  seeing  a  beautiful  sunrise  and  by  the  wonderful  spiritual  atmosphere 
which  prevailed. 

On  Saturday,  November  16,  Primary  held  a  Lihoma  Holiday  to 
honour  the  mothers  of  the  Lihomas.  After  a  number  of  songs  and  a  talk 
by  Sister  Linda  Stevens,  a  play  entitled.  "Through  Inspiration"  was  pre- 
sented. During  the  programme  2  new  gaynotes  were  welcomed.  Sisters 
Kelly-Ann  Nield  and  Deborah  Pinnick. 

At  the  Sacrament  service  on  Sunday,  November  17,  Primary  awards 
were  presented  to  Sister  Gay  Frost  for  embroidery  and  attendance;  to 
Sister  Lesley  Fourie  for  embroidery,  attendance  and  scripture  learned;  to 
Sister  Linda  Stevens  for  embroidery  and  attendance,  and  Sister  Janine 
Thwaits  for  knitting  and  attendance. 


BULAWAYO 

Holds    Cake    Sale 

Reported   by  Dawn  Owen 

Once  again  the  Relief  Society  Panaino  on  the  birth  of  a  second 
sisters  rallied  to  the  call  of  their  daughter.  Sister  Panaino,  Grand- 
President,  Molly  Curling,  for  an  mother  Sister  Joyce  Jones,  and 
all-out  effort  for  Christmas  funds,  Great-grandmother,  Sister  Cooksley 
and  a  cake  sale  brought  in  £21.  Our  of  Pretoria  are  all  very  happy, 
ranks  are  swelling  and  we  welcome  Two  babies  were  blessed  this 
all  the  new  members.  month :  Julie  Ann,  daughter  of  Bro- 

A    fireside    held    at    the    Chapel  ther     and     Sister     Finlayson,     and 

turned   out  to  be   a   truly   inspiring  Adrian    Mark,    son    of   investigators 

experience.     The    film    shown     was  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colin  Barber.  It  was 

"Portrait    of    a    Prophet."    What    a  a  great  day  for  Elder  Carter  when 

truly    great    man    we    have    as     a  he    blessed    Julie    Finlayson,    as    he 

prophet  at  the  head  of  our  Church.  was    responsible    for    bringing    her 

Sunday  evenings  are  turning  out  to  parents  into  the  Church, 

be    regular    fireside    meetings    atten-  Elder  Maynard  celebrated  his  21st 

ded  by  many  members  and  friends,  birthday  recently  and  was  presented 

The    films    are    worthwhile,    instruc-  with  a  key  by  the  MIA,  and  a  pair 

tive,  and  enjoyed  by  all.  of     Tiger-eye     cuff     links     by     the 

We    congratulate    Sister    Beverley  Branch. 
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PRETORIA 

Primary    Girls    Host    Fathers 

Reported   by   Anna    Muller 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  our  branch  Brother  Victor 
Borcherds,  who  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  on  October  19. 

On  the  evening  of  October  19,  the  members  gathered  in  the  cultural 
hall  for  an  evening  of  fun  and  films. 

The  Trail  Builder  boys  had  their  Trekker  hike  on  October  26,  and 
rounded  off  a  lovely  afternoon  with  a  swim  and  refreshments  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Swartzberg. 

November  9  was  a  great  day  for  the  Lihoma  girls  when  they  had 
their  Daddy-daughter  Date.  The  girls  prepared  a  cold  supper  for  their 
Daddys  and  the  Primary  Presidency.  Brother  Swartzberg  provided  the 
entertainment,  and  showed  some  very  interesting  slides  of  their  overseas 
trip,  as  well  as  some  films  taken  by  President  Blight  on  their  trip  to  the 
London  Temple.  We  were  honoured  to  have  Brother  Young,  our  District 
Councilman  for  Primary,  and  Sister  Young  with  us  on  this  special  evening 
in  the  lives  of  our  Lihoma  girls. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Boshard  on  the  arrival  of 
another  daughter  on  October  28.  Our  best  wishes  are  extended  to  Patricia 
Pyle  and  Olev  Taim  on  their  recent  engagement 

We  are  very  happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Harvey  back  with  us 
again,  even  if  it  is  just  for  a  short  while.  It  was  with  regret  that  we  said 
goodbye  to  Sister  Violet  Taylor  on  her  return  to  Cape  Town.  Sister  Taylor 
served  as  organist  in  the  Relief  Society  and  Primary  organizations. 

Our  prayers  are  with  little  Lesley  Ann  Elliott  who  had  an  accident  on 
her  way  to  school  on  Friday,  November  15,  and  who  will  be  in  the 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  some  time. 


RAMAH  II 

Hears    From    Murdocks 

Reported   by  Hope    Minne 

The  biggest  event  at  Ramah  this  talk.  We  are  also  grateful  to  Sister 

month   was,   of  course,   the   District  Murdock  for  singing  to  us.   It  was 

Conference.     This    meeting    was     a  really  wonderful  to  hear  her. 

great  spiritual  uplift,  and  a   joy  to  On     November     1,     Sister     Kitty 

meet  together  to  learn,  and  to  asso-  Veale  arranged  to  bring  one  of  her 

ciate  with  friends.  enjoyable     concerts     to     Ramah,     a 

Then  there  was   that  great   occa-  programme      packed      with      talent, 

sion    when    Brother    Murdock    and  which   included   some   "local"   items 

his  wife  came  to  visit  us.  We  could  given    by    the    "Missionaires"    and 

all  have  sat  at  least  another  hour  to  people      from      our      own     branch, 

hear  Brother  Murdock  tell  us  about  Everyone  enjoyed  the  evening,  and 

his  travels  with  our  Prophet,  David  the    "eats'.'    were    very    good.    The 

O.  McKay.  Every  incident  was  thrill-  Scouts     collected     nearly     R60     for 

ing    and    we    are    truly    grateful    to  their     equipment     fund     from     this 

Brother  Murdock  for  this  inspiring  event. 
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RAMAH   I 

Enjoys    Costume    Party 

The  MIA  held  a  "Branch  Costume  Party."  The  recreation  hall  was 
decorated  in  such  a  way  that  only  half  the  hall  was  used.  Everyone  turned 
out  in  fancy  dress  costumes,  danced,  played  games,  and  had  a  wonderful 
evening.  Mid-way  through  the  evening  there  was  the  parade  of  costumes, 
and  Patricia  Rudolph,  as  a  Red  Indian  girl  was  chosen  for  the  best  and 
most  original  costume  among  the  girls,  while  Brother  Koot  de  Wet  as 
King  Neptune,  won  as  the  outstanding  among  the  males. 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  group  held  a  progressive  dinner  for 
group  members  and  their  wives  or  girlfriends.  After  courses  at  three 
homes,  the  evening  ended  with  games  and  a  singsong. 

On  November  9,  Primary  had  a  "Salute  to  Mama"  programme.  This 
was  held  in  honour  of  the  mothers  of  the  girls  who  graduate  from  Primary 
to  MIA.  The  Primary  Presidency  and  their  teacher  met  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Keyes,  where  tribute  was  paid  to  the  mothers. 

On  November  10,  Ramah  I  and  Ramah  II  combined  their  Sacrament 
services  to  meet  and  hear  from  Elder  and  Sister  Frank  Murdock.  Elder 
Murdock  is  a  Stake  Patriarch  in  Utah,  and  is  President  of  Murdock 
Travel,  Inc.,  which  handles  all  of  the  Church  travel.  What  a  feast  we  had 
that  night.  Sister  Murdock,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir, 
sang  a  solo.  Elder  Murdock  then  spoke. 

The  weekend  of  the  16th  and  17th  was  Transvaal  District  Conference. 
The  theme  was  directed  towards  genealogy  and  home  teaching. 

Brother  J.  J.  (Koot)  de  Wet  has  been  released  as  group  leader  for  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood.  Brother  R.  Keves  has  been  called  to  lead  the 
groun.  Brother  de  Wet  is  engaged  in  MIA  leadership. 

Three  sisters  of  the  Branch  have  been  hospitalized  during  the  month. 
.Sister  Monica  Fagan  and  Sister  Dorothey  Dell  were  not  long  in  the  hospi- 
tal, and  are  now  home  again.  Sister  Hancke  was  in  the  hospital  somewhat 
longer,  but  she  too  has  returned  to  us. 

KLERKSDORP 

Surprise    Party    Held 

Reported    by    Doris    Fripp 

The  presentation  of  the  roadshow  gifts.    We    are    glad    to    report    that 

at   the   Spring   Sing   at    Ramah    cul-  Sister  Young  is  none  the  worse  for 

minated   several   weeks    of   prepara-  the  shock  and   is   looking  radiantly 

tion  and  rehearsals  in  which  almost  well  and  happy, 

every   member    of   the    Branch    was  Over   thirty   members    attended    a 

involved  in  some  way.  All  were  de-  house   warming   party   at   the   home 

lighted    that    our    effort    was    rated  of    Brother     and     Sister     Fripp    in 

"excellent."  Flemieda.  This  took  the  form  of  a 

The    Relief    Society    arranged    a  braaivleis  and  included  a  sing  song. 

Stork     Party     for     Sister     Maureen  We  were  all   thrilled  to  welcome 

Young.   Sister  Young  was  surprised  Brother    George    Cooper    into    the 

to   see   all   the   sisters  arrive  in   the  branch.    Brother    Cooper    was    bap- 

midst    of    a    thunderstorm    but    she  tized  on  November  9  and  we  offer 

was  even  more  surprised  when  she  to  him  and  Sister  Marianne  Fourie 

opened    the    huge    box    they    had  our    sincere    good    wishes    on    their 

brought  with  them.  As  she  lifted  the  engagement.  Our  only  regret  is  that 

lid  up   popped   Sister   Beryl   Wilson  we  shall  be  losing  them  to  the  Pre- 

dressed    as    a    baby,    complete    with  toria  Branch  after  their  marriage  in 

dummy     and     bib,     surrounded     by  January. 

January,   1969         CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  23 


VEREENIGING 

Children    Share    Christmas 

Reported  by   Lynette  I.   Roberts 

The  Primary  closed  off  the  year  with  a  party  which  was  held  at  the 
Old  Age  Home,  "Eventide"  here  in  Vereenigmg.  The  children  decided 
to  share  their  party  with  these  dear  folk  and  they  presented  a  programme 
of  Christmas  carols.  The  old  folk  remarked  on  their  good  singing  and  it 
was  most  rewarding  to  see  the  delight  and  happiness  on  their  faces.  The 
sisters  of  the  Branch  baked  cakes  and  gave  a  lovely  spread  for  them.  The 
children  sang  "Jolly  Old  Saint  Nicholas"  ?nd  then  handed  out  a  gift  to 
all  present  at  the  party.  There  were  over  100  present. 

The  Relief  Society  ended  off  a  successful  year  with  a  closing  social 
for  the  sisters  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  We  would  like  to  say  thank  you 
to  Sister  McKnight  for  her  interesting  demonstrations.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  We  welcome  the  Sheasby  famly  back  to  the  Branch. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  held  on  December  7  was  wonder- 
ful. The  Junior  Sunday  School  put  on  a  play  which  was  delightfully  pre- 
sented. Then  the  children  all  gathered  outside  to  run  races  and  play  games. 
Everyone  over  12  years  had  games  of  their  own,  and  judging  by  the 
laughter  from  their  side  of  the  field  they  certainly  enjoyed  themselves. 
After  ice  cream  was  served  we  gathered  in  the  hall  where  Father  Christ- 
mas popped  out  of  a  cracker  and  presented  each  child  with  a  toy  and 
sweets.  I  am  sure  the  workers  for  this  event  were  amply  rewarded  by  the 
looks  of  delight  on  the  faces  of  the  children.  The  eats  were  attractively 
spread  and  most  delicious.  The  afternoon  was  a  great  success  and  a  big 
thank  you  is  in  order  for  the  Sunday  School. 

We  in  the  Branch  were  most  happy  to  witness  Elmarie  Slabbert's 
graduation  from  Primary  on  Sunday  December  8.  She  is  our  first  sister 
to  complete  her  full  Primary  programme  since  we  started  eight  years  ago. 
Congratulations  to  Elmarie  and  her  proud  parents. 

KIMBERLEY 

Busy    Proselyting 

Reported  by  Martha  Dalgleish 

Open  House  was  held  on  Novem-  Bloemfontein    and    showed    "Man's 

ber  4,  and  a  very  gratifying  attend-  Search  for  Happiness'  as   investiga- 

ance   turned    out  to   see   two   films.  tors   wanted  to   know  more  of  our 

"Man's  Search  for  Happiness"  gave  teachings. 

the  investigators  so  much  to  think  A  combined  Primary  and  Sunday 
about  that  they  asked  to  see  it  School  Christmas  Party  was  held, 
again.  Elder  Dean  and  Elder  Col-  Elder  Colmere  made  a  very  jovial 
mere  explained  in  detail  to  non-  Father  Christmas.  Primary  children 
members  who  were  keen  to  hear  sang,  "I  am  a  Child  of  God,"  and 
more.  "Our  Primary  Colors."  Refresh- 
On  November  30,  Elders  Dean  ments  were  served  and  children  and 
and      Colmere      came      over      from  parents  went  home  tired  and  happy. 

WELKOM 

Holds    Work    Party 

Reported  by  Violer  Holtshousen 

Saturday,  November  9,  the  saints  gathered,  together  at  a  work  party 
meeting  at  the  chapel,  after  which  a  braai  was  held  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Beldon  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  their  son,  Glenn. 

During  the  month  our  President  spent  some  time  in  the  hospital  in 
Johannesburg,  but  he  is  with  us  again.  (Continued  on  page  27) 
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NEW  TEMPLE   FOR  EAST  U.S.  (Continued   from   page    10) 

The  fact  that  the  site  is  on  a  rise  will  mean  that  the  temple  will  be  a 
striking  landmark  for  travellers  from  Maine  to  Florida  who  will  be  using 
the  National  Capital  Beltway,  an  interstate  highway. 

The  First  Presidency  noted  that  the  new  temple  will  bring  added 
blessings  and  opportunities  for  continuing  temple  work  to  the  many  in  the 
East  who  are  now  unable  to  go  to  the  temples  because  of  cost  and  travel 
time. 

They  pointed  out  that  a  temple  in  this  area  would  also  bring  about 
a  substantial  increase  in  endowments,  sealings,  marriages  and  other  ordin- 
ances in  the  stakes  and  missions  concerned. 

There  are  presently  13  temples  throughout  the  world  —  four  in  Utah, 
two  in  California,  and  one  each  in  Idaho,  Hawaii,  Canada,  Arizona,  Eng- 
land, Switzerland,  and  New  Zealand. 

Two  other  temples  have  been  approved  for  Utah,  and  the  new  temple 
in  the  nation's  capital  will  be  the  16th  in  use  by  the  Church. 

This  article  is  taken  from  the  Church  News,  November  23,  1968.  //  is 
written  by  Jack  E.  Jarrard,  Church  News  Editor. 

LET'S   BE  TOLERANT   (Continued   from    page    13) 

Not   understood.   Poor  souls  with   stunted   vision, 
Oft  measure  giants  by  their  narrow  gauge; 

The  poisoned  shafts  of  falsehood  and  derision 

Are  oft  impelled  'gainst  those  who  mould  age. 
Not  understood. 

Not  understood.  How  many  breasts  are  aching 

For  lack  of  sympathy?  Ah,  day  by  day. 
How  many  cheerless,  lonely  hearts  are  breaking. 

How  many  noble  spirits  pass  away, 
Not  understood. 

God,  that  men  would  see  a  little  clearer, 

Or  judge  less  harshly  where  they  cannot  see, 
God,  that  men  would  draw  a  little  nearer 
To  one  another!  They'd  be  nearer  Thee. 
And  understood. 

— Thomas  Bracken 

This  article  is  taken  from  the  book,  "To  Whom  it  May  Concern,"  by 
Marvin  O.  Ash  ton. 

COME  JOIN  US  AT  FIRESIDE  (Continued  from  page   17) 

The  MIA  executive  manual  states,  "Firesides  are  socialized  spiritual 
experiences,  not  just  other  meetings.  They  are  Sunday  evening  informal 
gatherings  held  in  homes,  preferably  where  a  friendly  atmosphere  pre- 
vails and  where  young  people  can  gather  after  Church.  They  are  designed 
to  give  young  people  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the 
gospel  informally  and  have  their  questions  answered.  They  develop  testi- 
monies of  the  divinity  of  the  sacred  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  also  hoped 
that  through  them  attendance  at  Sacrament  meeting  will  be  encouraged 
and  that  they  will  stimulate  activity  that  young  people  might  engage  in 
on  the  Sabbath  in  keeping  with  that  holy  day." 

Many  novel  plans  have  been  tried  to  create  interest  and  motivate 
these  gatherings.  In  general  it  has  been  found  that  small  groups  meeting 
regularly  in  an  accessible  home  are  the  most  successful.  These  gatherings 
should  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer,  and  singing  can  be  a  happy  part 
of  the  evening. 
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FROM  OUR  RECORDS 


BLESSINGS 


BULAWAYO 
BARBOUR,   Adrian   Mark   blessed    November 

3.    1968. 
FINLAYSON,    Julie    Ann    blessed    November 

3,    1968. 
FRASER.    Ian    Davison   blessed   November   3, 

1968. 
FRASER.    Mark    blessed    November   3.    1968. 
FRASER,    Paul    blessed    November    3.    1968 
FRASER,  Victor   Anthony   blessed  November 

3.    1968. 


GERMISTON 
DE    KOCK,    Terence    Kevin    blessed    Decem- 
ber   1.    1968. 

MIDLANDS 
NEWBOLD,     Denise    Joy    blessed     December 
3,    1968. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
PALETHORPE,      Leonora      Anthea      blessed 

December    1.    1968. 
PALETHORPE,      Anthony      Mervyn      blessed 
December   1,    1968. 

SALISBURY 
BRAGGE,      Sandra      Dianne      Lee      blessed 
November  3.    1968. 


BAPTISMS 


BELLVILLE 
HUTCHINSON,       Lorraine      Ann      bapitzed 

October  5,    1968. 
LOTTER,      Geneve      baptized     October      31. 

1968. 

BULAWAYO 
FRASER,    Paul    baptized    October    19,    1968. 
FRASER,    Mark    baptized    October    19.    1968. 
COOPER,      Francis      Mary      Anne      baptized 

October    19,    1968. 

DURBAN 
GIBBS,     Karen    Audrey    baptized    November 

9.    1968. 
GIBBS,    Tracy    Linda    baptized    November    9. 

1968. 
BEVAN.    Peter    Graham    baptized    November 

9,    1968. 
SNYMAN,   Deborah   Joy   baptized   November 

9.    1968. 

EAST  LONDON 
ADAMS,    Avril   Ann   baptized    November    17, 

1968. 

GERMISTON 
MATTHEW,      William     Alexander     baptized 

December  7,    1968. 
MATTHEW,   Peter  William  baptized   Decem- 
ber  7,    1968. 
MATTHEW,      Gertrude      Maureen      baptized 

December   7.    1968. 


MATTHEW.       Lucille       Maureen       baptized 

December  7.  1968. 
MATTHEW,        Lanna        Marilyn        baptized 

December  7,  1968. 
MATTHEW.    Mark-Allan   baptized    December 

7.    1968. 

MOWBRAY 
MEYER,    Paul     Gerard    baptized     November 
18.    1968. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
PALETORPE,     Elizabeth     Johanna     baptized 

October    12.    1968. 
HANCOCK,  Brian  Gregory  baptized  Novem- 
ber  9,    1968. 

RAMAH  I 

BADGER,  Lisa  Ashton  baptized  Mav  28 
1968. 

HALL,    Carol    baptized    October    19.    1968. 

JUNG,  Karen  Elizabeth  baptized  Septem- 
ber  5.    1968. 

KEYES,  Trevor  Thomas  baptized  December 
2,    1968. 

CLARK,  David  James  baptized  December  4. 
1968. 

SALISBURY 
BEECH,   Gloria  (Visser)   baptized   October   5. 
1968. 


ORDINATIONS 


BELLVILLE 
BANFIELD,     Terrence     Bryan     ordained     a 

Teacher    on    October    20.    1968. 
BESTER,    Andre    Retief   ordained    a    Teacher 

on  October  20,  1968. 
SIEMS,    Ronald    Desmond    Brian    ordained    a 

Teacher    on    October    20,    1968. 

BULAWAYO 

OWEN,    Gary    Paul    ordained    a    Teacher    on 
October    13.    1968. 

EAST   RAND 
GUEFFROY,      Roland      Frederick     ordained 
a    Teacher    on    October    27.    1968. 

KRUGERSDORP 
VAN    WYK,    Gideon    Jakobus    Roelof    Cor- 
nelius   ordained    an     Elder    November     17. 
1968. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
SCHELLENA,    Jacobus    Hendrik    ordained    a 
Deacon    on    December    1,    1968. 
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RAMAH  I 

CARTER,      Graham      Gordon      ordained      a 
Teacher    on    December    1.    1968. 

ELLIOTT,      Aubrey      Vernon      ordained      an 
Elder    on    November    17,    1968. 

FUN-NEL,    Donald     ordained    an    Elder    on 
November    17.    1968. 

VAN      ZYL.      Gideon      Lukas      ordained      a 
Deacon    on    December    1,     1968. 

WALLACE.   John    Taylor   ordained   an   Elder 
on  November  17,  1968. 

RAMAH  II 

WICOCKSON,     John     Milburn     Goulder    or- 
dained   an    Elder    November    17,    1968. 
SALISBURY 

PINNICK,    , Rodney     William     Charles     or- 
dained   a   "Deacon    on    October    27.    1968. 
SPRINGS 

DICKS.    Leslie    Peter   ordained    an    Elder    on 
November    17,    1968. 

JUBBER.      Michael      Charles      ordained      an 
Elder    on    November    17,    1968. 
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MARRIAGE 


DEATHS 


PRETORIA 
MACFARLANE,  Ian   M.   married  COLLINS, 
Frances    on    May     18.    1968. 

SPEAR,     John     Bernard     married     FOURIE. 
Barinda    on    July    26.    1968. 


MOWBRAY 

MURPHY,   Martha   Mary  Johanna   (Van   Der 

Merwe)   died   November   26,    1968. 

PRETORIA 

VAN      ZYL,      Hester      Maria     (Evert)     died 

September  1,   1968. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

ELDER  C.  BRUCE  COLLET,  released  December  3.  1968.  Elder  Collet  laboured  in 
Durban,  Welkom.  the  Mission  Home  as  Assistant  Mission  Secretary,  and  in  Pietersburg 
as  District  Leader  of  Pretoria  District. 

ELDER  RAND  L.  MAYNARD,  released  December  3,  1968.  Elder  Maynard  laboured  in 
Johannesburg,    Germiston,    Springs,    the    Mission    Home,    and    Bulawayo. 


ELDER   C.    BRUCE 
COLLET 

Lewiston,   Utah 


ELDER  RAND  L. 
MAYNARD 

Riverton,  Utah 


ARRIVALS 

ELDER     DaMAR     ALBERT     ROBERTS     arrived     November     25,     1968     from     Lethbridge. 

Alberta.   Canada.    Elder   Roberts   has  been    assigned   to  labour   in   Cape   Town   with   Elder 

Ivan   Johnson. 
ELDER  BRENT  LESLIE  BEARDALL  arrived  December  5.   1968.  from  Fort  Duchesne.  Utah. 

Elder    Beardall    has    been    assigned    to    labour    in    Port    Elizabeth    with    Elder    Bernard 

Easterbrook. 
ELDER    MARVIN    LEE    STORM    arrived    December    5.    1968    from    Belle    Fourche.    South 

Dakota.   Elder  Storm  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Pietermaritzburg  with  Elder   Russell 

Harper. 

CHAMPIONS   SPEAK   (Continued    from    page   8) 


that  I  never  felt  I  had  before,  and 
doubt  that  I  ever  would  have  had. 
Now  I  feel  that  I  have  spiritual 
goals  that  are  even  more  important 
than  my  materialistic  goals,  and 
that  golf  is  not  the  most  important 
thing  in  the  world." 

A  completely  uncontrived  example 
of  Casper's  convictions  is  to  be 
found  in  the  schedule  he  arranged 
for  himself  for  the  week  following 


Houston.  Even  if  the  tournament 
had  ended  with  Nicklaus  in  a  posi- 
tion to  overtake  Casper  as  the  year's 
leading  money-winner  with  a  victory 
at  this  week's  Cajun  Classic,  Bill 
intended  to  skip  the  Cajun.  He  had 
already  made  arrangements  to  ap- 
pear at  several  Church  meetings,  and 
he  had  no  intention  of  cancelling 
these  commitments  to  achieve  a 
materialistic  goal,  even  one  he 
wanted  so  badly. 

This  was  taken  from  "Sports  Illustrated"  November  28,  1966  from  an 
article  entitled  "Billy  Survives  the  face-off". 

WELKOM   (Continued   from    page  24) 

Brother  and  Sister  Spear  paid  the  Welkom  Branch  a  visit  last  month 
and  their  presence  was  greatly  valued  by  all. 

Welkom  has  had  rains  lately  and  the  garden  at  the  chapel  is  a  picture 
of  lovely  rose  blooms.  Brother  Nel  is  keeping  the  lawns  well  groomed  and 
the  overall  picture  is  most  attractive. 
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Thetf 
Speak 
for 
Themselves 


Prejudice  is  a  great  timesaver. 
It  enables  you  to  form  opinions 
without  bothering  to  get  the  facts. 


The  bathtub  was  invented  in 
1850,  and  the  telephone  in  1875. 
Had  you  been  living  in  1850,  you 
could  have  sat  in  the  bathtub  for 
25  years  without  the  telephone  ring- 
ing once. 


Junk  is  something  you  keep  for 
ten  years  and  then  throw  away  two 
weeks  before  you  need  it. 


A  little  girl  skipping  along  at  her 
father's  side  on  an  evening  walk 
kept  looking  intently  at  the  stars. 
Though  apparently  fascinated,  she 
made  no  comment.  Finally  her 
father  asked  about  what  she  was 
thinking.  "If  the  bottom  side  of 
heaven  is  so  beautiful,"  she  re- 
plied, "how  wonderful  the  top  side 
must  be." 


<• 


We  should  not  judge  until  we  see  33 
clearly;  and  when  we  see  clearly,  -~ 
we  will  not  judge.  , 


One  thing  for  preachers  to  re- 
member: The  greater  the  spoke, 
the   greater  the   tire. 


Small  minds  discuss  persons: 
average  minds,  events;  great  minds, 
ideas. 


Speech  is  to  thought  what  gold 
is  to  the  diamond.  It  is  needed  as 
a  setting,  but  only  a  little  is  re- 
quired. 

—  Voltaire. 


Every  man  should  be  willing  to 
be  presided  over;  and  he  is  not  fit 
to  preside  over  others  until  he  can 
submit  sufficiently  to  the  presidency 
of  his  brethren. 

—  Joseph  F.  Smith 


The    hardest    tumble    a    man    can 
make  is  to  fall  over  his  own  bluff. 


When  a  person  is  down  in  the 
world,  an  ounce  of  help  is  worth  a 
pound    of    preaching. 

When  two  egoists  meet,  it  ;s 
usually  a  case  of  an  I  for  an  I. 


I  say  to  you  that  it  is  not  an  in- 
significant thing  to  hold  the  priest- 
hood of  God  —  to  have  the  right 
to  influence  the  powers  of  the 
heavens  for  good;  and  it  is  not  a 
slight  thing  for  us  to  neglect  to 
honor  .  .  .  the  priesthood  of  God 
in   those   who   preside   over  us. 

—  Heber  J.  Grant 
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